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laws, regulations, and international 
conventions. 

[CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4, 1989] 

§ 15.805 Master. 

(a) There must be an individual hold-
ing an appropriate license as or a valid 
MMC with endorsement as master in 
command of each of the following ves-
sels: 

(1) Every self-propelled, seagoing doc-
umented vessel of 200 GRT and over. 

(2) Every self-propelled inspected ves-
sel; 

(3) Every inspected passenger vessel; 
(4) Every inspected small passenger 

vessel; and 
(5) Every towing vessel of at least 8 

meters (26 feet) or more in length must 
be in command of a master of towing 
vessels, or a mariner holding a license 
or MMC endorsed as master of in-
spected, self-propelled vessels greater 
than 200 GRT holding either— 

(i) A completed Towing Officer’s As-
sessment Record (TOAR), bearing the 
signature of a Designated Examiner 
and stating that the Examiner found 
the candidate proficient; or 

(ii) A license or MMC endorsed for 
master of towing vessels. 

(6) Every uninspected passenger ves-
sel of at least 100 GRT. 

(7) Every uninspected passenger ves-
sel engaged on an international voy-
age. 

(b) On vessels subject to STCW, the 
individual meeting the requirement of 
this section must also hold an STCW 
endorsement as master with the appro-
priate tonnage for the vessel which he 
or she is operating, except as noted in 
§ 15.105(g) of this part for vessels on do-
mestic near-coastal voyages. 

(c) Every vessel documented under 
the laws of the United States, other 
than a vessel with only a recreational 
endorsement, must be under the com-
mand of a U.S. citizen. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38623, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4, 
1989; USCG-1999–6216, 64 FR 53223, Oct. 1, 1999; 
USCG-1999–6224, 64 FR 63235, Nov. 19, 1999; 66 
FR 20944, Apr. 26, 2001; USCG-1999–5040, 67 FR 
34767, May 15, 2002; USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 
11261, Mar. 16, 2009; USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 
78005, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 15.810 Mates. 
(a) The OCMI determines the min-

imum number of mates required for the 
safe operation of inspected vessels. 

(b) The minimum number of mariners 
holding a license or MMC officer en-
dorsement as mate required to be car-
ried on every inspected, self-propelled, 
seagoing and Great Lakes vessel, and 
every inspected, seagoing, passenger 
vessel must not be less than the fol-
lowing, except when reductions are au-
thorized under paragraph (e) of this 
section: 

(1) Vessels of 1,000 GRT or more (ex-
cept MODUs)—three mates (except 
when on a voyage of less than 400 miles 
from port of departure to port of final 
destination—two mates). 

(2) MODUs of 1,000 GRT or more: 
(i) Three mates when on a voyage of 

more than 72 hours. 
(ii) Two mates when on a voyage of 

more than 16 but not more than 72 
hours. 

(iii) One mate when on a voyage of 
not more than 16 hours. 

(3) Vessels of 100 GRT or more but 
less than 1,000 GRT—two mates (except 
vessels of at least 100 but less than 200 
GRT on voyages which do not exceed 24 
hours in duration—one mate). 

(4) All vessels of less than 100 GRT— 
one mate (except vessels on voyages 
not exceeding 12 hours in duration 
may, if the OCMI determines it to be 
safe, be operated without mates). 

(5) An offshore supply vessel of 100 
GRT (100 GT ITC if GRT is not as-
signed) or more, but less than 6,000 GT 
ITC (500 GRT if GT ITC is not assigned) 
as defined in § 125.160 of this chapter— 
one credentialed mate (except when on 
a voyage of at least 600 miles—two 
credentialed mates). A voyage includes 
the accrued distance from port of de-
parture to port of arrival and does not 
include stops at offshore points. 

(6) An offshore supply vessel of at 
least 6,000 GT ITC (500 GRT if GT ITC 
is not assigned) as defined in § 125.160 of 
this chapter—two credentialed mates 
provided that the OSV meets the re-
quirements in 46 CFR 15.1111 (except 
when on a voyage of more than 600 
miles—three credentialed mates). A 
voyage includes the accrued distance 
from the vessel’s port of departure to 
the vessel’s port of arrival. Stops at 
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offshore points or facilities do not con-
stitute separate voyages; stops at off-
shore points or facilities are included 
in the total accrued distance between 
the vessel’s port of departure and the 
vessel’s port of arrival. 

(c) An individual in charge of the 
navigation or maneuvering of a self- 
propelled, uninspected, documented, 
seagoing vessel of 200 GRT or over 
must hold an appropriate license or 
MMC authorizing service as mate. 

(d) Each person in charge of the navi-
gation or maneuvering of a towing ves-
sel of at least 8 meters (26 feet) in 
length must satisfy the requirements 
of § 15.805(a)(5) of this part or hold a li-
cense or MMC authorizing service as 
either— 

(1) Mate (pilot) of towing vessels; or 
(2) Mate of inspected self-propelled 

vessels greater than 200 GRT within 
any other restrictions on the officer’s 
license or MMC, holding either— 

(i) A completed TOAR bearing the 
signature from a Designated Examiner 
and stating that the Examiner found 
the candidate proficient; or 

(ii) A license or MMC with officer en-
dorsement for towing vessels. 

(e) The OCMI may increase the min-
imum number of mates indicated in 
paragraph (b) of this section where he 
or she determines that the vessel’s 
characteristics, route, or other oper-
ating conditions create special cir-
cumstances warranting an increase. 

(f) The Commandant will consider re-
ductions to the number of mates re-
quired by this section when special cir-
cumstances allowing a vessel to be 
safely operated can be demonstrated. 

(g) On vessels subject to STCW, the 
individual meeting the requirement of 
this section must also hold an STCW 
endorsement as officer in charge of a 
navigational watch with the appro-
priate tonnage for the vessel which he 
or she is operating, except as noted in 
§ 15.105 (g) of this part for vessels on do-
mestic near-coastal voyages. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 81–059, 54 FR 149, Jan. 4, 
1989; CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14805, Apr. 18, 1990; 
USCG-1999–6224, 64 FR 63235, Nov. 19, 1999; 66 
FR 20944, Apr. 26, 2001; USCG–2006–24371, 74 
FR 11262, Mar. 16, 2009; USCG–2004–17914, 78 
FR 78005, Dec. 24, 2013; USCG–2012–0208, 79 FR 
48924, Aug. 18, 2014] 

§ 15.812 Pilots. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraph 
(f) of this section, the following ves-
sels, not sailing on register, when un-
derway on the navigable waters of the 
United States, must be under the direc-
tion and control of an individual quali-
fied to serve as pilot under paragraph 
(b) or (c) of this section, as appropriate: 

(1) Coastwise seagoing vessels pro-
pelled by machinery and subject to in-
spection under 46 U.S.C. Chapter 33, 
and coastwise seagoing tank barges 
subject to inspection under 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 37. 

(2) Vessels that are not authorized by 
their COI to proceed beyond the Bound-
ary Line established in part 7 of this 
chapter, are in excess of 1,600 GRT pro-
pelled by machinery, and are subject to 
inspection under 46 U.S.C. Chapter 33. 

(3) Vessels operating on the Great 
Lakes, that are propelled by machinery 
and subject to inspection under 46 
U.S.C. Chapter 33, or are tank barges 
subject to inspection under 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 37. 

(b) The following individuals may 
serve as a pilot on a vessel subject to 
paragraph (a) of this section, when un-
derway on the navigable waters of the 
United States that are designated 
areas: 

(1) An individual holding a valid 
first-class pilot’s license or MMC offi-
cer endorsement as first-class pilot, op-
erating within the restrictions of his or 
her credential, may serve as pilot on 
any vessel to which this section ap-
plies. 

(2) An individual holding a valid li-
cense or MMC officer endorsement as 
master or mate, employed aboard a 
vessel within the restrictions of his or 
her credential, may serve as pilot on a 
vessel of not more than 1,600 GRT pro-
pelled by machinery, described in para-
graphs (a)(1) and (a)(3) of this section, 
provided he or she— 

(i) Is at least 21 years old; 
(ii) Is able to show current knowledge 

of the waters to be navigated, as re-
quired in § 11.713 of this subchapter; and 

(iii) Provides evidence of completing 
a minimum of four roundtrips over the 
route to be traversed while in the 
wheelhouse as watchstander or ob-
server. At least one of the roundtrips 
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